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THE RENTAL BOOK OF GERALD FITZGERALD, NINTH EARL 
OF KILDARE. BEGUN IN THE YEAR 1518. 

EDITED BY HERBERT FRANCIS HORE, ESQ. 

{Continued from Vol. II, p. 310, new series.) 

As the principal object in publishing parts of the valuable record 
( Harleian MS. 3756), the title of which heads this paper, is to afford 
illustrations of the social state of the nation, we do not think it ne- 
cessary to print in detail the various items comprised under the 
headings " Tethes [tithes] and fermes takyn to fferme" (folios i. 
to iij.), " Landis set to ferme" (folios iv. to vii.), and "fees" (folios 
viii. to x.). These entries throw considerable light on the private 
affairs of the Earl, show how widely extended were his possessions, 
and ought to find a place in any future history of the house of Kil- 
dare. We give a few of the items of more general interest which 
may be culled from them. 

In some of the deeds there are stipulations evidently intended to 
interest the other parties thereto in the Earl's continuing to hold 
the Government of Ireland. William, Abbot of St. Thomas' Court, 
" beside Dublin," in the 6th year of Hen. VIII., sets to the Earl 
the tithes of certain parishes for fifteen years, " paing yerely whan 
the said Erll shall not be Deputie viij/i, and during his beeing in 
that Rowme to discharge the said Abbot and his successoures of the 
Kingf subsidie during the said term." (Fol.i.) The PatentRolls of 
Chancery contain an entry which illustrates this curious contract. 
It is an indenture, dated 30 Nov., 8. H. VIII., between Gerald, 
Earl of Kildare, the king's deputy, and Sir John Kawson, prior of 
Kilmainham, witnessing that the Earl had made sufficient assign- 
ment to the prior for the payment of £1 12 8*., arrears due to him in 
respect of tithes and lands held by this nobleman. Further, the 
said Deputy promiseth to be singular good lord to the prior, and his 
protector and defender in all his causes, for which the said prior re- 
mits him one thousand pecks of corn, and 4 marks in money, due 
to the prior by the Earl's late father. And the prior promiseth the 
said Deputy a fee of £10 yearly, to be received of the "porte [ex- 
port] whete and malte" of Kylcoke ; and moreover, to grant him a 
new lease for the term of the Earl's life, of certain lands and tithes. 
(Printed Calendar of Rolls). 

The change from the old Irish townland denomination of Mobyn 
to Boyton rath, in the county of Tipperary, is noted in a lease made 
by David Boyton of that ilk, anno 10th Henry VIII. (Fol. i.) 

The Earl makes a lease in the 8th year of Hen. VIII. to Wil- 
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liam Eustace of " Clongow is wodd" 1 gent., of the lands of Paynes- 
town by Rathcoffy for 20 years at £5 per ann. " he having the oon 
half of custum hertils and watche hennes of the same." (Fol. iiii.) 

David Comen of Limerick, in the 6th year of Hen. VIII. has a 
lease of the King's Castle and Island of Limerick at £10 a year, 
"and if any other wil yeve any more fore the same he to yeve as 
moch, and to have the same to ferme as long as the said Erl have 
right therto, and also for no warre, ne other occasion he shal not 
yeve over the said ferme." (lb.) 

The following entry bears on the story of Katherine, the long 
lived Countess of Desmond, who succeeded Sheela, the daughter of 
Cormac Mac Carthy (the Gilis Ny-Cormyk of the lease) as second 
wife of this Thomas, afterwards Earl of Desmond : — "An Indentur 
from Gerald fitz Thomas Erll of Kildar vnto Gilis Ny Cormyk wife 
to Sir Thomas of Desmond vpon Corbynne in the Countie of Cork, 
for terme of v yeres paing yerely at Mychelmas % Ester xxvis viijd 
sterling, and that the said Gilis shall not wast the wodds. Dated 
the ix th day of June a . xx°. H. vn m "". 2 (lb.) 

In the margin, the docket of this lease is crossed out, and the 
following entry written below it: " Corbynne in the countie of 
Cork to my Lady Elynor 3 for xls sterlyng yerly." This second 
lease, however, is not recorded. 

The lease of the castle and town of Lisserdoule (written Lis 
derloulagh in margin) illustrates the mode in which the Earl's power 
was supported. The Earl set by indenture " vnto Brene O'fferall, 
Captain of his Nacon" the above mentioned castle and lands "for 

i Clongowes Wood, Co. Kildare. IV. ; and that, most probably, we should 
a Mr. Sainthill, in his able and exhaus- read,as her true age, 104 instead of 140 — 
tive memoir on ' ' the Old Countess of Des- a misprint which might easily hare crept 
mond," has cleared up many points in her in by an error of the press — Moryson 
mysterious history; but he seemsto allow having died before printing his "Itine- 
that she may have danced at the court rary ;" or which even a tradition of only 
of Edward IV., and says truly that, if so, nine years' standing might easily have 
she must have been born "not later engendered, supposing that the Youghal 
than 1464" (p. 53). He also fixes the folk believed, and told their belief to 
probable date of her marriage at the Moryson, that 140 was the term of the 
year 1482 (p. 57). The record above Countess's life. A facsimile, by Nether- 
given is not to be reconciled with the clift, of this passage is given on the op- 
last supposition, for Sir Thomas's first posite plate (No. 1). There is some ob- 
wife is proved by it to have been alive, scurity about the last numeral of the 
and recognised as such, in 1505. The regnal year "vii." but the bestauthori- 
date given in the lease also renders the ties are in favour of reading it so, and 
supposed year of her birth improbable, not as "viii." The plate is kindly pre- 
as, if born in 1464, she must have been sented to the Society by the Marquis of 
over forty-one years of age at the time Kildare.— Ed. of Jo drnal. 
of her marriage. On the whole, this 3 It is probable that this lady was 
prosaic lease strips off a good deal of Elenor, daughter of the Earl of Kildare, 
the romancewhich has been hung around who married M 'Carthy of Blarney, and 
the name of the old Countess of Des- subsequently Manus O'Donnell, and was 
mond. It proves that she did not hold celebrated for having saved the life of 
her jointure from the time of Edward the 11th Earl of Kildare when a boy. 
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terme of the said Brenys lif paing yerely at May xxvis viijd, also 
the said Brene shall finde on his gpre costf an c. Sparthis 1 of 
Gallogles, on his vitaillf and waggf in his half of the Anall, for a 
quar? of a yere in the herwest or somber at the said Erlys pleasir to 
do him sJvice. Also the said Bren gr a untith that when any hosting 
shalbe pclamed by the said Erie that then suche as shal not annswer 
therto of his parte aftir lafull warnyng, the said Erie to have the 
onehalf of the penalties so forfaited by them, durig the lif of the 
said Brene. Datid the vi th day of January anno viij° H. viii ." 
(Fol.iiij.) 

The mills of the feudal Lord were not uncared for, as appears 
by an indenture made between the Earl and " Thom a s Miagh of 
Mainoth carpen? of both the Millys of the sam % the Mill of Kath- 
more," whereby the said mills were by the Earl " set to ferme at 
his will to the said Thom a s, he receiving as M r Miller, and for his 
vndir Millir the vij th p e kf [pecks] of all the tholl Corne of the said 
Millf/, he repairing them on his owin costf, and the said Erie find- 
ing to him all stuff for them. Dat the xxviij" day of Octob r 
anno r. r. H. Oct. x°. (Fol. v.) In 1581, another Thomas Meagh 
followed the 11 th Earl of Kildare to London, and was put to the 
torture in the Tower, where his name, deeply engraved by his own 
hand in the stone wall of his prison, may still be seen. These Meaghs 
are supposed to have been the progenitors of the Meade family. 

One of the Bardic tribe of O'Daly (Owen beg), has a six year's 
lease of half a carucate, " in the Keallagh land in Kynaliagh" in 
Meath, at a yearly rent of " ij fatte rudders" 2 7th January 10th 
Henry VIII., — " Glasseny M'gynos, Prior of Dovne" (he was 
abbot of Newry and Prior of Down and Saul), who according to 
the " Four Masters," was slain by the sons of Donnell Magennis in 
1526, has a lease of the poundage of Ardglas and Strangford 
for 5 years for a yearly rent of seven marks. 4th June, 9th 
Henry VIII. (lb.) 

Three merchants of Chester, " Othewell Corbet, William Daves, 
and Raff llogers," rented the fishing of the Ban in Ulster from the 
Earl, paying yearly at Christmas in London therefor £40, besides 
" the Captaynys wages". 3 The indenture is dated 29th December 
16th Henry VIII. (lb.) 

The following and some other of the entries relate more espe- 
cially to the sphere of the Society's operations: — " An Indenture 
from the said Erie to John Synot of Wexford M?ch a unt vpon the 

1 The sparthe was the formidable bat- body of an hundred sparthes " a batail 

tle-ax carried by the gallowglas; every of galoglis." 

sparthe or axman was attended by four 'A" rudder" was " a beef." See be- 

" horse boys," each armed with a sword low. 

and two darts. The docket in the mar- •> In another entry of the same the rent 

gin of the original Manuscript calls the is, also, "xl/ibesyde the Captain is wage." 
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castle of Dyppys, the Towne of the sam, and Ballynslany w' y e 
rentf pfitf % comodities belonging to the sam castell t townys, to 
have &c. all the same to him during the said Erlf plesir, he paing 
y/for at suche tym as the said Erie shal com ther sufficient met 
drinke, % also met % drinke sufficient to masonis % carpenfys wirk- 
ing ther, lyke as Mayns Lawles did yeve in his tym. Also the said 
John bindith hym, his heirf % executo rs to the said Erie his heirf 
t execu? in an c li of good and lawfull money to dely9 the said 
Castell in as good state as he finde hit, or bet?, in to the said Erls 
handf his heirf or assignf, when he shalbe callid on by the said 
Erie his heirf or assignf. And the said Erie ye said Castell % 
tounys shall warr a unt in Lawe againes almen &c. Dat vi th day of 
Marche, the ix th yere of the Regne of King Henry the viii th . 
Witnesf Will a m Delahide % Morish Keting, S r Edward Dillon % 
others. (Fol. vi.) 

The customs of the widely distant towns of Wexford and Naas 
are set, the first to John Synote of the same merchant in the 16 th 
Hen. VIII. for £5 ; the second to Gerot and David Sutton, for six 
marks in the 14 th Hen. VIII., each for one year. (Fol. vii.) 

The mills of Old Ross, and Ross Ponte (New Ross) were set 
" to John Tailo 1 * for xxiiij yere paing for the Myll of Ole Ross half 
the toll 1 proffett thereof yerely, and he to builde 1 keep the sam 
on his aim costf, and the other mill x Skf yerely whereof v Skf ar 

remitted to the said John is wiff. Dated the xxvij day of 

Julii a° xviij. Hen. viii." (lb.) 

The horse mill of Kildare is also set " to James Duffe O'Doyn 
for iiij. yeris, paing yerely v xx p e kf of such malt as shal cu to the 
said mill by the ffurst day of Sept, and shall do the cost of reparacion 
of the same having all stuff to hande: also he shall pay for the 
eight myll horssis of the same viij Skf aloving ij ffikf of his wagf 
yerely during iiij yeris, the said mil horssis to have such mett 

as the cart horssis of the court of Kildare shall have 

datid the ij <le day of July a° x° H. viii." (lb.) 

The Earl was a patron of the bards of Erinn as we know from 
other sources. The rental tells us that a messuage in Cromlin was 
set to Robert Talbot of Belgard, and " Tege O'Kono, Rimor," for 
twenty-one years for £4 16s. p ann. December 2nd, 15th Hen. 
VIII. (lb.) And that " Dermott O'Coffy, Rymo r had a lease 
of Ballysallogh in Maghirghurkne being a carucate of fre land" 
for five years, at twenty shillings a year. Dated March 5 th , 16 th 
Henry VIII. (lb.) The clan Mac Ward, " Rymo rs in Uriel" paid 
to the Earl six " rudders" yearly, no doubt as a retaining fee. (Fol. 
viii.) 

We now come to the items called " Fees," which disclose how 
deeply rooted the feudal system was at that time; as an example 
the following charter is given : — 
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" A fee of xls yerly on all Cristor Plunkets lands. A dede from 
Xpofer Plunket of Donsoghly to the said Erie during his lif to be peeved 
of all the said Cristor is landf at the ffeste of Midsom & Cristymmas. 
And to distrain for noon paym' of the same. Dat the iiii th day of Apr'le 
Anno octavo Hen r . octavi. Witnesf Richard Delahide and Barttie Dillon, 
Chief Baron." (Fol. viii.) 

JFerrall O'Gibne " horseman" has the townland of Garclone, at 
a " rudder" yearly. July 12, 6th Henry VIII. (Id.) 

Amongst numerous " fees" granted to the Earl from Religious 
Houses and churchmen, no doubt to secure his powerful protec- 
tion against oppressors, is one of £10, paid from Edmond, Prior 
of Lanthony for the Earl's life " pvided that in caas the said Erie 
be not Deputie, he to have but en yerley," his aid being then less 
available. This grant is dated June 24, 7th Henry VIII. (Fol. 

The following are other examples of the mode in which the fa- 
vour of this potent Earl was secured by the payment of " fees" : — 

" A dede indentid from Gerot Dalton of Milton son to Jamys Dalton 
to S r Edmud Harrold Chaplain & his heirf to the vse of Gerald Erie of 
Kildar %his heirs ther helpe and favo's to him 1 his heirs vpon iijs iiijdof 
annuall Eent in the Towne of Moymore in the Countie of Mith 1 at the 
ffest of all Seintf . Whch rent he had ! recopence of the iiij" 1 parte of 
the Lordship of Twoballenegne, whiche Two [Tuath] was yeven to Con 
omolaghlyn, Captain of his nacon, in the Rampson of Thomas Dalton, 
Captaine of the Daltonys, w l a claus for distrese % warrantize for the said 
Rent. Dat the xij th day of March A . Dfii M. v c . xvij". Witnesf p'sent, 
Willm Delahide, Moris fiz Richard Shanysson, S r Edward Dillon Chaplain 
y l wrot the sam dede." (Fol. ix). 

" An Indentu? from Jamys Deyn, Vikery of Oregan in the dioc' of Kil- 
dar vpon ij rudders to be payed at the ffest called Ad vincula Sci Petri 
yerly to Gerald Erie of Kildar, as long as the said Vikery shall contynue 
Vikery in the said Oregan, for which the said Erie hath promysed to 
assist hym in just causf as fer as his Archbiship or Biship shall thinke 
coveniently. Dat the xxvij" day of August A . x°. H. Octavi. Thies 
witness? Wa? Wellisley P'or of Conell % Pne fflatist>y." (lb.) 

"An Indentuf from Morice fftz Richard Delamare vnto the said Erll, 
vpon vis viijd. yerly in Russ to be paied at Hallontid during the lif of the 
said Erll. And therfor the said Erll shal shew unto him his favo's in his 
rightfull causf. Datid the xxiiij" day of September A°. Dfii M°. D. 
xviijV (lb.) • 

" An Indentuf from Richard El ward of ffylyn [Faythleg?] in the 
Countie of "Watford, Gent, to Gerald ffitz Thomas Erie of Kildar, 1 to 
his heirf, xxs of yerly Rent at Ester % Mich by evin percons % ij horsf 
fynding when the said Erie or his heirf shall resort towarde that Contie 
of Wafford w' a claus of distresse. Also the said Richard hath gr'untyn 

1 Called " West MetU" in the margin. 
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to make sure to the said Erie one of y e Goryes 1 oy /wise called War? namyd 
Cottokf t Dovlokf in the hawyn of Wa?ford. And when y e suertie of y e 
said War? is made to y e said Erie, then the said xxs to be extincted for 
y e pfo r ma"nce y?of. The said Erie hath boundin hym i an cli, for 
whiche the said Erie or his heirf hath jjmised the said Eic' % his heir 
them to defend as y J owin siv*untf 1 spealy agaynes S 1 Pyers Power. 
Dat a" Dni M. V". Octavo y" xxv day of August. The ?me of y e said 
War? was for ?me of v. ye? af? dat herof to ferme from the said Ric 
t no longer, which expired y e said Eic was bond to make y" said suretie 
to my Lord and his heirf." (lb.) 

In other deeds the provision made from the Earl's table is seen. 
For instance, by " a dede from Kemond Dillon Captain of his nacon 
vpon cccc Elys in Alone [Athlone] yerly to be payed in Mainoth 
betwin Cristym a s 1 Estir to my Lord for terme of lyf with a claug of 
distresse. And evy ele y' shalbe vnpayed at the fFest of Estir ijd. 
Dat the xx" day of November anno vi° Henrici octavi." (lb.) 

" An Indentu? from Jamys M'ln herine for the payment of viij 

gallons of hune yerly datyd the xi th day of March A . 

Dni M° ccccc . xxiij ." (lb). 

" An Indentu? from William Ossenaght of Kilkenny, for c. elys 
yerly at Candlemas, or ijd for a pes [a piece], during the said Wil- 
liams lif. Datid the iiij th day of September a xvi° H. viij. 1 a . 
M. D. xxiiij ." (lb.) 

" A dede from Cayr ODoyn vppon iij bevis 3 yerely betwixt 
Mighm a s and Cristm a s for ?me of lyf. Datid the xxiiij th day of Fe- 
brua a xvi°. H. viij." (lb.). 

The Earl did not omit to keep up his stock of hawkes as appears 
by " An Indent to Willm son to Phillip ODoyr in Killymannagh, 
vpon an nest of Goshawk? yerly at Lammas vnto Gerald Erie of Kyl- 
dare during the said Will a m is liff, w h a clause of distress of v nlkf 
e$y yere he make a default. Datid the eight % xx" day of Julii, 
anno xvii°. H. viij." (Fob x.) 

Amongst numerous grants of annuities to the Earl, without any 
consideration mentioned — but evidently to secure the Earl's favour, 
are the following : — " Twenty shilling? yerly by dede on Carikeg- 
lickf % Dromdill in the Countie of Myth, to Geralde Erie of Kildare, 
for ?m of his lyff gr a unted by S r Cristoffre Plunket of Rathmore, 

for his lafull difFense against the Irishmen Datid the last 

day of April anno. Hen? octavi decimo." (lb.) 

" A mark soling yerly vppon John Coursy Lord of Kynsale for 
term of lyff at the ffest of Eister and Micnm a s w* a clause of distres 
in Downmacpatryck % In the said Kynsale. Datid the xvi day of 
OctoD the xvii th yere of Kyng Hen? the Eight." (lb.) 

i Fishing weirs are called "gurgites" hence, probably, the term "goryes." 
in law Latin, and " coradh" in Irish, 2 Called " rudders" in the margin. 
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" Vpon S r Gerald Waylshe, Deane of Arddaghe and p'son of the 
Anell [Anally] at Mychalmas yerly iiij markf yerly gr a unted by 
an yndent to Gerald Erie of Kildare, w* the Senescalshipe of his 
Deanrye during the tyme that he shall have the p'sonshipe of the 
Anell. Dated the xxiij day of Septembre in the xxiij yere of H. 
viij th ." (lb.) 

The following ecclesiastical persons are mentioned in the dockets 
of leases, and in indentures entered in the Rental : — 

William, Abbot of St. Thomas' Court, Dublin; 13th October 6th, 
Hen. VIII. (Fol. i.) 

William Fowle, Prior of St. John's without the New Gate, Dublin ; 
30th April, 8th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

John, Abbot of St. Mary's, Dublin; 20th March, 8th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Thomas Rochford, Dean of Dublin; 22d May, 6th Hen.VIIL (lb.) 

Sir Robert Sutton, Archdeacon of Dublin ; 22d May, 6th Hen. VIII. 
(lb.) 

Ellen Wulf, Prioress of Timolin ; 10th May, 10th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Thomas Rochford, Chanter of Dublin; 10th May, 10th Hen. VIII. 
(lb.) 

Sir Oliver Herbuk, Commandor of Tully (a Commandery of the 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem in the County of Kildare), A. D. 1516. 
(lb.) 

William O'Dala, Prior of Loughseudy; 9th November, 1515. (lb.) 

Nicholas, Prior of Conal; 23d May, 1520. (lb.) 

Dr. Chambre, Archdeacon of Meath; 12th February, 16th Hen. VIII. 
(lb.) 

Sir John Rawson, Prior of Kilmainham; 30 Nov. 8th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Thomas Tute, Prior of Loghcede (Loughseudy?); 20th February, 
1522. (lb.) 

James, Abbot of St. Thomas' Court, Dublin; 24th February, 22d 
Hen.VIIL (lb.) 

John Cross, Prior of St. John of Down; 31st May, 23d Hen. VIII. 
(Fol. ij.) 

Giles, Prior of Grane; 13th October, 23d. Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Glasseny M'Gynes, Prior of Down; 4th June, 11th Hen. VIII. 
(Fol. v.) 

Patrick Cantwell, Abbot of Navan; 11th May, 5th Hen. VIII. 
(Fol. viii.) 

Christopher Dowdall, Archdeacon of Meath ; 22d September, 5th 
Hen.VIIL (lb.) 

David Wellesley, Archdeacon of Kildare. (lb.) 

Richard, Abbot of Granard; 11th September, 1516. (lb.) 

Thomas Canen, Vicar of Girley (Grelloch); 31 Dec, 7th Hen. VIII. 

(lb.) 

Thomas, Prior of Mullingar. (lb.) 

James Deyn, Vicar of Oregan ; 27th August, 10th Hen. VIII. (Fol. ix.) 
Walter Wellesley, Prior of Conal (Great Conall in the county of Kil- 
dare) : 27th August, 10th Henry VIII. (lb.) 
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Donagh, Abbot of the Monastery de Lege Dei (Leix in the Queen's Co.), 
and Vicar of Tymoage; 20th February, 1517. (lb.) 

John Fferaill, Vicar of Drumraithine ; 21st Feb. 1512. (lb.) 

Sir Gerot Dalton, parson of Pieriston; 16 May, 17th Hen. VIII. 
(Fol. x.) 

Sir Pierce Whit, Vicar of Clonmel; 28 July, 18th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Thomas Brown, parson of Kylmanan in the Diocese of Ossory ; 
28th July, 17th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Thomas O'Gowin, parson of Castell Corr in the barony of Fower; 
4th July, 17th Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Gerald Boessell, prebendary of Edermine, in the county of Wex- 
ford; 3d July, 23d Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

Sir Gerald Waylshe, Deane of Ardagh, and parson of the Anell ; 23d 
September, 23d Hen. VIII. (lb.) 

We now come to a very striking indication of the status of the 
Earls of Kildare amongst the Irish tribes and septs of the South- 
eastern districts of Ireland. We give these entries in full, and 
only have to express our regret that, by the untimely death of Dr. 
O'Donovan, the Society is deprived of a valuable mass of annotations 
which, with his accustomed kindness, he had promised to the Edi- 
tor. 1 As to the tributes received by Lord Kildare from several Irish 
septs, in consideration of the " defense" he afforded them, the follow- 
ing extract from a state paper of 1534 shows that these exactions 
were then rendered to the Earls of Kildare, Ormonde, and Des- 
mond : — 

" Item, for the moyre part all the captayns of the whild Irish is in 
subjection, and doth here grete trubut to your said Erles, or els, by 
reison of the manage and norising of ther childirn, be at ther comaund- 
mentes ; wherby it is to be entendyd that when thes Erlls be reformyd, 
all thes Irish captaines, which is undyr ther trubut, and at ther comaund - 
ment, must at all tymys yeld Your Grace trubut and service; for this 
trubut and subjection is by reison off the streinth that they have by re- 
taynyng men, and finding them on your subjectes." 

In a subsequent paper, of 1537, a " Memoriall for winning 
Leinster," it is stated that most of the Irish chief's and their septs, 
of this province, were under tribute to the Earls of Kildare, and 
part of them to the Butlers, thus being " divided betwixt the Ge- 
raldines and Butlers, which," continues the report — 

"Hath ben the most occasion of the preservying of thym; and also, 
as far as coulde be perceived, the Geraldines preserved the most of them 



1 Since the above was in type, the de- notestothis paper. Thedeath of'O'Currv 
mise of Professor Eugene O'Curry has occurring so soon after that of his co- 
caused universal grief. It will be seen laborateur, O'Donovan, is an irreparable 
that the members are indebted to that loss to Irish literature — especially to the 
eminent Irish scholar for some valuable publication of our Brehon Laws. 

Q 
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for skurges too the King's subjectes at souch tyme as thei wolde be in 

displeasur Knowing well that, if those parts had ben refourmed, 

thei sholde not have borne the rule, ne enyoied the advauntage thei had." 

This tribute shows the fraternal system under which land was 
depastured by each sept possessed of a creaght, or stock of cows and 
sheep. 

Ffolio xiij. 

ThERLL OF KyLDAR? DUTIES UPON lRISSHMEN. 

ffirst, M'morowis Contrey. 1 

In Cloghamon, Gragnyslissok, Kilrosnaran 
Kyldovan and Bolyngeatta upon evy cow 
iiiid. At Mich yeven by Morgh Ballagh. 2 

In the Lyemonye graunted by Morirtagh 
M c Phillip yerly ppetuall of evy cow iiijd. 

In Kylmychill % Kilcoyme yevin by Moris 
Kevenagh upon evy cowe at Mich yerly iiijd. 

In the Barduff graunted by Willm Glas yerly 

ppetuall of evy cowe iiijd. In the Anagh 

Ballydovlis Kilmychil M'Wadik % Kylros- 

^ mynok yevin by Moric M c Vadik 3 Captain of 



Congho r 
cevo r . 



O'Geran, Re- 



1 Mae-Murrough's country comprised 
the district around Mount-Leinster, in- 
habited by the Kavanaghs. No spe- 
cial denomination, further than this, is 
given to it, for it had not, like most 
other districts, a particular name, and 
no definition of its limits is known. Its 
chieftain bore the title of King of Lein- 
ster, but there is nothing to show that 
he had sway over all the Irish of this 
province. His name was Mac Mur- 
chadha, anglicised Mac Murrough, as 
the representative descendant of Mur- 
chadh, King of Leinster. The largest 
branch of this family had the surname 
of Caomhanach, anglicised Kavanagh, 
from their progenitor Domhnall Caomha- 
nach, son of Dermot-no- Gall (the king 
so called because he brought in the 
"foreigners," or English, under Strong- 
bow), who was fostered at Killcatxm 
(Caoman), near Gorey. The head of 
this family was created Baron of Kayer 
temp. Elizabeth. Kayer was a denomi- 
nation of one of the six divisions of 
which the modern barony of Bantry 
was subsequently formed. It contained 
fifteen ploughlands. Old Ross division 
contained the same number. More an- 
ciently Kayer included a larger terri- 



tory, since it comprised much, or all, 
of "the Glynn," or wooded vale-dis- 
trict, which included " the Pole, or, 
Gaelice, Poul, a valley covered with wa- 
ter during high tides and rain, and which 
was held of the Barons of Kayer by the 
service of keeping a safe passage over 
the pill, or tidal inlet, flowing through 
it, whenever the sessions were held in 
the county town (Printed Inquisi- 
tions). Carrigmenan was also held of 
these Barons, who, themselves, held by 
immemorial right, and therefore were 
better able to alienate their estate to 
Lord Kildare than if they had been vas- 
sals of the Earls of Shrewsbury. The 
word signifies, like the Welsh caer, a 
castle, which stood on the site of Wilton 
Castle, now the seat of H. Alcock, Esq. 

2 Murrough Ballach, i.e., the Freckled, 
was the late Mac Murrough, and had 
died in 1511. His descendant, Sir 
Morgan Kavanagh, dwelt in Clohamon 
Castle, and was knight of the shire for 
Wexford in 1634. 

3 M°Vadick was the name of the chief 
or senior of a subordinate sept which 
dwelt around Gorey, See O'Donovan's 
Introduction to " The Topographical 
Poems of O'Heerin and O'Dugan," p. 24. 
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Congho r O'Geran, Re- 
cevo r . 



' his countrey vpon evy cowe at, Mich yerly 
iiijd. 

In Ballycadane graunted by Morgh M c hew- 
carre 1 of evy cow at Micll iiijd. 

In Kil Ballyregan yevin by Clanne Clery 
M c Gilpatric More 2 callid Moriartagh boy 
Dongh Robo % Edmund on eVy cow at Mien 
yerly ppetual iiijd. 

In Ballybegg graunt d by Tege M c hewcarre 
of evy cow iiijd. 

In Moyhell in Odrone yevin by Patrick 
M c Shangalty at Mich yerly xiijs. iiijd. 



Patrick Archepoll, Re- 
cevo*. 



Congho' O Gerane, Re 
cevo 1 . 



i Upon Arclo yerely, .... xx. vis. viij 

r 

-I 



id. 



I 



Pat'ke Archepoll, Re- 
cepto'. 



Conno' Ogera, ft. 



I 
Mollaghlyn Lawles, ft. 1 



Connor O'Gerra, rasei- 
vor. 



L 



In Borgys hamon 3 graunt by Cayr son to Art 
boy on evi cow yerly iiiid. 

In Ballynekerge on evy cow yerly iiiid. 

On every croo 4 of shepe a shepp, % of eVy 
croo of swyne a hogg graunted by Art M c Ge- 
rald and Tege Ballagh. 

In to Coulkonin at hallontide for ther dif- 
fence xxs. 

In Ballykharege graunted by Donyll Doul- 
lor, 5 on evy cow iiiid. 

Evy croo of shepe a shepe 't evy crow of 
swyne a hogg yerely. 

On Edmond Doff M c Dongh in O'Kynshelly 6 
yerly for defence iiiifo'. ppetually. 

Kylvele of evy cow iiiid. and of evy crow of 
swyne one hogg, and of evy crow of shepp i. 
shep granted by Edmond M c Dongh is sonnys. 

Parknekyre, Kylcoribbre, Donnemoire, Bal- 
lilan, Ardromyn begg, Monigenehire. 

In Bale macValtryn on evy cowe iiijd. and 
on e§ye crowe a shepe and on evy [crow of] 
swyne a hogge. , 

Parke Vaspayne t Konnagh of evy cowe 
iiiid. 

Garremore Karrol a Gorran in lykewyse. 

Shane Manaster vis. viiid. 



1 Query, Mac Hugh Carragh ? 
s This sept, Siol, i. e., seed (in Scot- 
land written seill), is unknown. 

3 Borgyshamon, i. e., Hamond's town. 

4 Carhoo means "a quarter," also "a 
herd." A townland in Lecale, co. Down, 
is still called " Kildare's Crew ;" but this 
is a different word, being correctly writ- 
ten ceacnarhao, commonly pronounced 
" carrow." 

s Donell Dowlin ? 



n O'Kinsellagh's (Ui Cennfelach) 
country, in the north-east of the co. 
Wexford. This district was so named, 
according to the late Professor O'Curry, 
from Eochaidh Cennselach, i. e. " of the 
foul mouth." A note written on a State 
Paper chart of Idrone explains that " the 
cuntries of Cavenagh consisteth of thes 
cuntries followinge — Kenselaugh, occu- 
pied by three septs, viz., M c Edmond 
Duffe, M<Damore, M c Vadaugh." 
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C Item in two Coulconyn to my sayde Lorde 
J and his eirys, for there defence yerly at halo- 
| mas for evy cowe iiijd. And out of evy croo 
^ of shepe one, and of evy croo a hoghe. 
f Item Ballykharock evy caro iiijd. and for 
DonollDoullor, Receivo'. < evy croo of shepe one shepe or a hogge graunt- 
(^ ed by Donalde Doullor. 

( Item on Edmonde Duffe 1 M c Donnough in 
\ O'Kynsylly yerly for defense vj. markes. 

Item Kyllvele of evy cowe iiijd. and evy 
croo of shepe one shepe, and evy croo a hogge, 
graunted by Edmond M°Donnough. 



Walt Archepoll, Rece^ 
ver. 



Edmond Duff M c Do- 
nough, recevo'. 

Edmond M c Donnough 
is sonnys, recevo*. 



The said Lords dueties in ffelym Omoroys 2 Countrey. 

., . , , , , t, r f Upon the Omorow for his defense yerly at 
Malaghlyn leaks, ReC. { Micl f xx . K yne or x. mkf. 

The wilde Orcharde alias the Owllorde 
Syan Clonegarran. 



In Onolanys Gountr 

r 



called ffohirt. z 



Congho r Gerafi, Rec*. 



Upon the said Onolan yerly at Mich for his 
defense graunted by Morgh Nydofre Captain 
of his nacon xij. Kyne or vj. marcf. 

In Rath to yevin by Gerald Duffe Onolan 
upon e9y cow at Mich yerly iiijd., and upon 
croe of shepe i. shepe. 

Item in Ballyvaldin in likewyse. 



' " Mac Edmond Duffe" was the title 
of the chiefs of the Kinsellaghs. This 
entry and that above and the two below 
it are crossed out in the original. 

2 That is to say, Ui Felme, the 
O'Murrough's country. This district is 
explained, in a note to Dr. O'Donovan's 
edition of the " Irish Topographical 
Poems" to be the northern Ui-Felme, 
a territory situated in the present coun- 
ty of Carlow, and comprised in the pa- 
rish of Tulloghophelim, which retains 
the name. O'Huidhriu's poem speaks 
of:— 
Ui-Felme, the cold northern tract, 
A fair land has O'Gairbhidh obtained, 
The warriors of Tulach to cement the tribes, 
All are without decay throughout the region. 

O'Murchadha is now anglicised Murphy, 
which is the most prevalent name in 
Leinster, because the name Murchadha 
was borne by many early members of 
the native dynasty. The territory called 
"the Murroes," as being the patrimony 
of the southern "0'Murchoes"is under- 
stood to be coterminous with the pre- 
sent barony of Ballaghkeen, in the 



county of Wexford. As to one of the 
chiefs of this district, and his political 
relations with the English pale of that 
county, see the " Annuary" of our So- 
ciety, p. 24. 

3 Commonly called Fort (i. e. Fo- 
thart) O'Nolan : it is now the barony of 
Forth, in the county of Carlow. O'No- 
lan was senior vassal to Mac Mur- 
rough. A document in Harl. MS. 2138, 
as to the title to Fort O'Nolan, quotes 
an inquest of 35, Edw. I., on Roger 
Bigod, Earl of Norfolk's demesne estate 
there : this record mentions " one cham- 
ber of stone, one grange (now Grange- 
fort), 368 acres of demesne land (each 
acre is noted by the transcriber to con- 
tain five statute acres), worth yearly 
£12 5s. id., twenty acres of meadow ; 
ten of pasture, called Oxynles, (i. e. the 
Oxen leys or meadows), and some other 
parcels of land. The Earl being an ab- 
sentee, and after the O'Nolans had slain 
Edmond Mortimer, Earl of March and 
Ulster, in a skirmish at Kellistown, they 
recovered their country. 
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The Moyntagh y'of, 
Congho r Ogeran, ReS. 



Patryke Archbolde, B>. < i 



Ffolio xiiij. 
Obirnys Countrey. 1 

In Killyneor for the? defens yevin by Mo- 
riartagh MThilipp at Mic for evy cow iiijct. at 
Michm a s. 

In Ardwoene yevin by ffergynanem M c dongh 
for defens yerly of evy cow iiiid. 
Vpon e9y croe of shepe, i. Shepe. 
Vpon every croe of swyne, i. Swyn. 

In ye Brittas 2 at Mich yerly for ye defense 
yevin by Hugh Bradagh 3 % his kyhesmen called 
Gowil Shandowlyn 4 , and also in evy Towne 
whiche shalbe inhited of their landf of evy 
cow at Mich yerly iiiid. of evy croe of shepe 
i. shepe 't a dish of butffc. And worke to the 
Castell of Cloghenogan. 

In the Leawn for the defens at Mich yerly 
gevin by Hugh M°Moriartagh xiiis. iiiid. 

In Ballyneglogh for ye defens yevin by 
Marg/y Enybryn 3 of evy cow yerly at Mic 
iiiid. 

In Aghrym for ye defens at Mich yerly 
gevin by William Bedy and his kynesmen 
xlviii. gall butt?. In the Moyntagh of evy 
. acr at Mich iiiid. and of evy cow iiijd. 

Upon Margiet Oge Enytholl 6 yerly for her 
defens at Hallontide viij gall hony. 

Upon Clan M'Shane for ye defens yerly to 
ye said Erie t his heirs for ev 1 graunted of 
evy cow iiijd. 

Itm upon Kylkeandragh and Kyllehighe or 
Kyllewyn iiijd upon evy cow, yevin by the 
pson 7 M c pluke yerly a shepe upon evy crow, % 
a swyne upon evy crowe at Cristimas. 

Itm upon Clanm c Shan for thare defence 
yerly vnto the said Erie and his heirs for ev 
uppon evy cow at Mich iiiid!. Itm grauntid 
. by Morgh m c Dermot m c Donyil Ryogh. 



1 The O'Byrnes' country. Their ter- 
ritory is undefined. Ui Faolain was 
the tribe name of the O'Byrnes and 
Mac Eochaidhs (Keoghs, who were he- 
reditary bards), whose original terri- 
tory was about the northern half of the 
county of Kildare, whence they were 
driven by the Fitzgeralds and other 
English into the east of the county of 
Wicklow. 

2 Ballybrittas, i. e., the Britons' 
town. 

3 Hugh Bradagh (because fostered 



by the Bradys ?) was chief of the junior 
branch of the O'Byrnes called Gavel- 
Ranallach, i. e, the gavellers descended 
from Ranal. 

i Gowil Shandowlyn may mean the 
gavellers, or clansmen descended from 
Old Dowlyn. 

5 i. e., Margaret m briiuin, the 
daughter of O'Byrne, " enny" (m) being 
equivalent to the Welsh Ennion. 

6 Margaret oge, m Chuachail or 
" the daughter of O' Toole." 

7 The parson. 
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Patryke Archbolde, ft. 



Item upon ev'rycowinGowlraynnyll'yerely 
at Whytsontyde iiijd. 

M d . that Donyll M c Shanglays of Knocragh 
did covenant w h Geralde Erie of Kyldare the 
furst day of August the xviii yere of Kyng 
Hen? theight in the p'sens of Thorn's Eustace 
Tyrrelagh M°One carragh and ffyagh M°Tyr- 
relagh that he shall pay yerly for evy cow on 
the said Knocragh other any landf longing to 
hym or his brethern — iiijd. 

Itih on e9y crowe of swyne a hogg, and one 
evy crowe of shepe a shepe. Also the said 
Donyll haith cov a nted that if e9 he take part 
aginst the said Erie in anny werf , that then to 
forfet to the said Erie all his porcon of land 
for ev. 

M d that Patricke Ohee of the Toreboy dyd 
grawnt unto Gerald Erie of Kildare the xiiij. 
day of Aprieft anno 1564, in p'sence of Olifer 
Walshe of Maywalle t James Bardis that he 
shall pay yerly unto the sayd Erie xx" gallons 
of butter. And on evy cro of shepe a shepe, 
on evy cro of swine a porke, to be payed yerly 
out of all the sayd Patrikf landf to the sayd 
Erles maner of Maynoth. And the sayd Erie 
shall deffend the sayd Patrike of all injures and 
wrongs to his power. And he shall pay fur- 
ther owt of every cow in his cotre iiijct. p 
I anii s . 



Ffolio xv. 

In Oryanys Contrey? 

C Dromrys, Poweriston, ye Gurtyn, the Ger- 
j ran, evy of them contaynyng xv. gret acrf, 4 
Cono'OGeran, Eeceiwo r J Which lands was boght of Tybbot Butler by 
ther. "\ Gerot Fitz Thom a s Erie of Kyldare. The 

j said land is sett to ferme to Tybbot Fitz Ed- 
(^ mond Butler for viij. mkf yerely. 



1 Cowlranelagh, i. e., Cut TJaingel- 
laigh, the corner or back of Ranallach. 

2 This entry shows that, in 1564, the 
11th Earl of Kildare revived the defen- 
sive policy of his ancestor, the 9th Earl. 

3 O'Ryan's country, Idrone, in the 
county of Carlow. The topographical 
poem of 1372 has this verse : — 

Hereditary to O'Riaghain of smooth land 

Is a cantred, long the land, 

Ui-Drona of pleasant hills, . 

More befitting (to him) than a strange territory. 



The tribe Ui-Drona sprang from Drona, 
fourth in descent from Cathaoir Mor, 
king of Ireland in the second century, 
and gave their name to the barony of 
Idrone, Co. Carlow. In 157 1 it contained 
67 mart lands, or, at five ploughs to a 
mart land, 335 plough lands. [Calendar 
of State Papers.] 

4 This mention of " great acres" is 
explained in the note under O'Nolan's 
tributes, p. 120, supra. 



123 



Oiholis Contre, callid Mayl 1 , and in Gleancappe. 



Congho' 
cevo r . 



OGeran, Be- 



Patrike Archepoll, Ee- 
cewo r ther. 



[ 



Upon evy cow in the same except the gen- 
tilmenys 2 kyne, and ye kyne of Talbotiston, y e 
J Stramore, Carrikbreak, % Kilneclone iiijd. 
j of evy cow at Mich. And ye said Carrikbreak 
| paith xxiiij. gallons but? Killneclonaghxij. 
[_ gallons butt at Mic yerly. 

Itm evy cow in Gleancappe j<t a quarter, 
i. horsse lode wod on evy howse hawing a 
cabill 3 to draw to Dublyn quarSly. 

Itm also at evy Mich evy cow iiijd. and vpon 
evy Towne a motton, i. porke, "t xv. gallon 
but? at Mich. 

Itm a custom day 4 on evy hovse to ripp 
bind 1 drawe. 

Itm half kanys 8 % penalties w'in the said 
. Gleancapp. 



Folio xvi. 



Mahon OCoyn, re8. 



To Morish Ketins. 



Leys. e OMores Countre. 

Itm in Twodaclowe upon evy kow at Mich 
iiiijd. "i vpon evy flok of shep i. shep and of 
evy croo of swyn a hogg. The said Gerald 
Erie did quyte the landf of Patrike M c faghne 
M c Kedagh, callte the Kyllen, paying therefor 
x. marcf reddy money unto Lisagh and Wony 
sonnes to Kedagh O More for the which ac- 
quittail the said Patrike did yev unto the said 
Erie the oon half of the said landf. And the 
said Erie and his heyres to defend him and 
. his heyres in the other half. 

Upon Sley marge for thar defens yerly vi. 
. fikf. 



1 Ui-Mail, now Imail, a well-known 
territory in the barony of Upper- Tal- 
botstown, Co. Wicklow. It belonged to 
the O'Tuathails or O'Tooles, to whom 
also Gleneap belonged. The late Pro- 
fessor O'Ourry said thatUi TTldil means 
"the sons of the champion." 

2 This exemption of " gentlemen's " 
cows proves there still were slavish 
septs, specially liable to taxation. 

3 i. e., Capull, a horse. 

4 Custom day at harvest time. 

5 " Half kanys " was the moiety of 



the caina, fines, payable for transgres- 
sions committed within the district. 

6 This name Leys (laoigip) may de- 
rive from l/aoigif Ui TTlopoa. Lisagh 
was a frequent Christian name among 
the O'Mores, and was in some cases pro- 
bably the origin of the vulgar Irish sur- 
name Lacy. An account of this terri- 
tory, which belonged to the O'Mores, 
will accompany a facsimile of an ancient 
map of Leix, Offaly, Iregan, Irry, and 
Clanmalicr, to be published in a future 
number of this "Journal." 
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William Ro ODympsy, 



Mahon Coyn, R. 



Upon Kyllenebarre yerly ij. rudderf t xld. 
to the said Erie and his heyrs graunted by Neyl 
M c Conyll. 

Itm uppon Jamys M c Inharyne' by dede for 

his defens viij gallonis of hone 2 to be paid yerly 

during his lyf w' a clause of dystres the same 

■^ to be paid at evy Mien the dede being dated xi. 

die Marcii a Hen? viij. xiiij." 

Itm upon Gilpatricke M c Moriatogh O' Do- 
ran 3 yerly at Halomas a rodder vis. viijd. 
wyle he dwellys in Leys. 

Itm upon Conor O'ffeneyn, leche, 4 of the 
_ Money in Lease, yerly, two rodders, or xx«. 



Ossory b M'Gylkpatrickis Countre. 

Itm in fformoyll for evy kowe iiijd. e$y 
croo of shep i. shep. evy croo of swyn a hogg, 
graunted by Brene MTirrelagh M c Donghe 
yeree vnto Kildare. 

Itm upon Clanmalaghlin Koo for the defence 
of Ballydawoke, the Parke, Garran ne boly, 
Croyll, and the half of Ballygnevyn, and Kyl- 
bracan, Kyllermoy iiijd of e9y cow, a mutton of 
evy cro of shepe, and a swyne of evy croo of 
swyne at evy halontide. Of the fferaneheglyshe 
of e9y cow iiijd. 

Vpon the vicar of Chircheton iiijd of evy 
cow, a swyne of evy croo of swyne, and a 
mutton of evy croo of shepe belonging vnto 
him. Of evy cow in the Cargyn iiijd of evy 
crow, a mutton of e9y crow of shepe, and a 
swyne of evy croo of swyne. 

Itm of the Loran in likewyse. 

ItS of Ballyvaghlin in like maS. 

Itm of Graige Arde in lyke maS to be 
payed all at evy halontide. 

Itm on the sonnys of Donnogh Makdon- 
nok OShowylle in the Burgache and in Syre- 
bege one eVv cowe iiijd. 

Itm on evy crowe of shepe a shepe. 



' M c Enny-harin, or the son of the 
daughter of Harin, is an ancient " Base 
Leinster" name. 

2 Honey was a staple commodity at 
that time, when sugar was unknown, 
when metheglin was appreciated, and 
when honey was probably mingled with 
the still favourite mountain drink, viz., 
milk and whiskey. 



3 O'Doran was hereditary brehon. 

* A leech, surgeon, or physician. 
0'Fannin(?) was hereditary mediciner 
to the Leys tribe, for which he held 
that "money," i. e., moor, in fee simple. 

6 "Ossory." — i. e. Osraighe., the ter- 
ritory of Mac Giollaphatric, then con- 
terminous with the modern barony of 
Upper Ossory. 



125 



Itfh vpon evye crowe of swyne a hogge to 
be payde at hallontyde graunted for terme of 
lyff beyng p'sent Jamys Boyf, Jamys Kyng, 
Edmone Sex, Waf Long, graunted by Wone 
and Tyrrelaghe M°donnogh in the name of all 
ther brethern the xix. day of Novebre the xxij. 
yere of King H. viii ,h \ 



Folio xvij. Oregane, 1 dones Countre. 



Willam Eoo Dympsy, 



Vpon Cayr Doyn iij. 
Ruddris yerely. 



Itm vpon Twosmere yerly vi. Rudderf to 
Kildare. 

Itrh vppon the Vikere of the same yerly ij. 
Ruddres. 

An indent' from Cayre ODoyn vppon iij. 
bevis yerely betwix Micrjm"s and Christm R s for 
?m of lyf w* a clause of distress, dated the 
xxiiij. day of ffebruar a" xvi. H. viij". 



Irre, M e Morishis % Countre. 
P j' J i); m vpon M c Morish yerly vi. Ruddurs. 



Folio xviij. Clanemalyre? Dympsy is Countre. 

Willm Roo O Dympsy, f *f v P on Thoms E ' dure is son y s a ho S 

el " t I* m vpon Dermot M c dongh. 

Vpon Rallym c incrossan yerly by Indentur ij. 
fatte Rudderf at holontide graunted by Davy 
M"icrossan and Ovin his broth/ and Keroll son 

r> jj9- i • t> i to Donyll M°icrossan. 4 

ij. RuddJis yerly in Hal- < Ti J . T , „ , , , , , c 

' , . J J Item m isallebohyr xx. acris p chasyde of 

Jy m crossan. T , ,,,,. ,\ ^, .-17-111 

•' Lyssagh M'Bryne O Dymsye in Killeghone 

yerly vi*. iijd'. 

Item in Killeghone yerly vi*. viijd". 



1 Ui Riagain, Anglicised Iregan. Ire- 
gan contained in length twelve miles, 
and in breadth seven, and lay mid- 
way between Ophaly fort, or Philips- 
town, and Athlone, and five miles south 
of Mullingar. O'Molloy's country bound- 
ed it southward, Ophaly south-east- 
ward; Fertullagh, or Tyrrell's country, 
eastward, and O'Melaghlin's and Dil- 
lon's countries westward. — Map in 
" State Papers," vol. iii. Some account 
of this district will accompany the fac- 
simile of the ancient map alluded to 



in a previous note. 

4 " M'Morrish." — This probably was 
the " territorie of Kil telle, alias Mac Mor- 
rishe's countrie in the county of Wex- 
ford," which lay south of Shilelagh, as 
stated in a note on the " Topographical 
Poems." 

3 " Clanemalyre." — An account of this 
district will accompany the above-men- 
tioned facsimile. 

4 The M c Icrossans, modernly Crosbys , 
were hereditary bards, or rhymers, to 
the O'Moros and O'Conors. 
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Manus Mylone, Ra- 
seivo'. 



Conno' is Countre of Offaly.* 

Vpon Clancolgyn belonging to O Innons, of 
e9y plooland a rudder at Mich. 

Vpon Shan O Mony pson of Geysyll the 
tething of Clondehorke iiij. melsh kyne 
yerely. 2 

Vpon Clonsaist iij. carts yerly. 

Vpon Fearran I Morghane ij. rudderf yerly. 

Vpon Morish O hennose yerly imperpetuu 
x«. 

Vpon evye plowe lande in Cloncolgyn yerely 
a Rodder. 

In feran Morgan ij. Roddis yerly. 

Itm vpon evy plowe lande of Clonecolghyn 
yerly a Reudder. 



Folio xix. Ferheall, 3 O'Mulmoyes Countre. 

Itm in Moyannavpon evy plowland yerly at 
Mich for xlix. plolandf at xiid. the ploland 
yevin by Brene M c Shane O Mulmoy vnto the 
said Erll. Sm" xxixs. 

Itm vpon Rory O Doygyn yerely at hallomas 
iij. Rudders. 

Itm vpon his sonnys yerely vis. iijd. 



Kynalfyagh,* Mageoghegans Countre. 



Paden OHurgy, Re- 
ceiver. 

[ ] by the hands of 

Paden OHurge. 



{ 



iii" % xii. plow lands in Kynnalfiagh, by the 
declaration of Nycholas "Walshe, a° 1560. 
[This is in a later hand]. 

Itm, upon every ploland yerly in the said 
countre at Mich xiid. yevin by Leynagh B 
M'keoghane unto the said Erll. 

Itm, in Ardnurghir, 6 a plowland, which 
was yevin to Cahir OConor, Capitayne of his 



1 "Offaly." — A full account of this ter- 
ritory, Ui-Failyhe, will accompany the 
above-mentioned map. 

2 This and the third item below it are 
crossed out in the original. 

3 " Ferkeall." — This denomination is 
explained in a learned note to the Irish 
Topographical Poems to mean " Viri cel- 
larum seu potius ecclesiarum ;" to have 
been preserved in " Fircal," a barony 
in the King's County, now known as 
"Eglish," from the Irish eaglair-, a 
church; and to have comprised not only 
this barony, but also the baronies of Bal- 
lycowan and Ballyboy. It belonged to 



the O'Maolmhuaidhs, anglice O'Molloys. 

4 " Kynalfiyagh." — Cinel Fhiachach, an- 
glicisedKenaliaghorKinalea. This coun- 
try is accurately denned on an old map 
published in the second volume of the 
Irish " State Papers," showing it to have 
been twelve miles long and seven broad. 

6 Laighnech, anglicised Lynagh, i. e., 
" the Lagenian," or Leinsterman. He 
became the Mageoghegan in 1493. 

6 Ardnurcher, Ath-an-urchair, or the 
Horse-Leap. The remains of the castle 
here show it to have been a large and 
stately edifice. See Professor O'Curry's 
" Lectures," Appendix, pp. 593, 640. 
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by the bands of 

Paden OHurge. 



nation, by James Makeogane, capitayne of Ky- 
nalfiagh, to pledge of iiii" kyne. And the 
same Cahir did yev the same plowland in the 
same sm" to Gerald fitz Thomas, Erl of Kil- 
dare; and after that, Leynagh Makeogane, 
capitayne of the said countre, with all his sept 
of Sleought Hew Bowy 1 did reles their hole 



' Aedh, or Hugh, Buidhe, i. e., "the 
yellow," grandfather of Leynagh. This 
Hugh " the yellow" MaeGeoghan was 
lord of Kinel Fiachach, pronounced " Ki- 
nelea ;" as was his son Conall, who was 
slain in 1470. Laighneach assumed the 
chieftaincy on the death of his brother, 

anno 1463 (" Four Masters.") There 

is a curious Irish deed, written on a 
small square piece of parchment, insert- 
ed between pages 37 and 38 of the original 
Rental. It is as follows, from a copy made 
by the late Professor Eugene O' Curry, 
with a translation made by that eminent 
Irish scholar for the Society : — 

Omen. In Dei nomine. 
Gp 6 po cop apd bpuaip c^T 1010 
tnaoComdip, mic Seoin .r. lapla Chil- 
le bapa gu bcup (?) 5peim na "Rata 
(Dnipeoguigf 6 taisnech, mac Conla, 
mic Qeoa Ouibe .1. cigepna Cine6il 
Piachach, ocup coil plecca Qeoa 
ouibe, ocup plecca NeiM, ocup phe- 
apsail TJuaib 6uigi pin .1. m clapla 
bo cogbail CoiUe Cobuip pia upldim 
pem 6 pit gConcubaip bo panncuig 
pedpann cloibeirh bo gfianarh oi, ocup 
a gcup bo6um cbpa bo §6nam pe 
TTlag eochasdn, ocup acd 6 TTlas 
Cochagdn bon lapla, a cenn 15 cug 
t>6, bo 6mti in coihfcpuim pin bo ge- 
narii .1. vi. maps ap Choill Cobuip 
pein bo gndc, bo p6in ocup ba mac 
ma beaguio, ocup ba plidc ; ocup ba 
mbeab co§ao ap in lapla pe picpab 
alep pia, Coill Cobuip bagail b6 bo- 
oum m coguio; ocup ba mbeab pann 
0151 bo picpab alep pia, comiupli in 
lapld bo jjenarh a\\ Coill Cobuip bo 
beic aj\ maici pip in pann ; ocup ba 
mbeab na6 cicpab bo Tllhag Gocagdn 
no ba plicc Coill Cobuip bo ftdpp- 
bacc, in clapla bo cup bappba innci. 

"This is the way in which Garret, son 
of Thomas, son of John, the Earl of 
Kildare, obtained at first hold of Rath 
Driscoyhighi from Laighnech son of 
Conall [MaeGeoghan] son of Aedh 
Buidhe, the Lord of Cenel Fiachaidh; and 
the descendants of Aedh Buidhe, and 



the descendants of Niall, and of Fergal 
Ruaidh, were consenting parties to it. 
Viz. : The Earl is to take Coill Tobuir 
into his own hands from the Sil Chon- 
chabair [race of O Conor] who coveted 
to make sword land of it, and is to force 
them to make terms with the Macgeoghe- 
gan. And there is from MacGeoghegan 
to the Earl, in addition to the [above 
mentioned] land, half a mark out of 
Coill Tobuir itself in perpetuity to him- 
self and to his son after him, and to his 
posterity. And if there should be war 
against the Earl, and that it should be ad- 
vantageous to him to get Coill Tobuir for 
the purposes of the war, or if he should 
have an ally to whom it would be advan- 
tageous, the Earl is to decide whether 
Coill Tobuir is to be given to such ally. 
And if it should happen that MaeGeo- 
ghan or his descendants should not be 
able to defend Coill Tobuir, the Earl [is 
bound] to put defenders into it." 

This deed, which is written on a piece 
of vellum not larger than the palm of a 
man's hand, is so curious a specimen of 
Gaelic conveyancing that a facsimile is 
laid before the reader. See plate facing 
page 111 supra, facsimile No. 2. The en- 
dorsement is as follows : — 

"Lands and rents yevin by Laynaghe 
Mageoghane, the cheff of his nacon, 
lord of Kinaliaghe to Gjrod fitz Thomas 
Erie of Kildare. 

vi s . viii d . by the yere on Kyltobbyr and 
the castell of the same to be at the Erelis 
comavndement." 

Radiissoge, one of the denominations 
mentioned in this curious deed, as ap- 
pears by an inquisition of the reign of 
James I. (Co. Westmeath), contained 
sixty acres, and belonged to Hugh Mac 
Geoghan. Coill Tobbuir is correctly 
translated " the Wellwood" in the same 
document. Fergal Roe MacGeoghegan 
died in 1458 according to Mac Firbis's 
Annals. 

A succeeding Mageoghegan, namely, 
Conall mac Couchobhair, made on the 
20th August, 1520, a similar curious 
compact with " The Fox" (StonnacA), 
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Gleanefedok. 



Corinnahir. 
Ballynghomyn. 



Nycfo 



title therto to Gerald fitz Gerald, eon to the 
said Gerald. Itm, the said Gerald yave to 
Ovyn begg ODala, in full acquitting of the 
pledge that he had upon half the Genyol kille 
ix. marcf money, and to Thole OHuggin in like 
manner for the ful payment of the other half 
vi. acres of tethe in full payment ofvi. melshe 
. kyne. 

Itm, Malaghlyn mac Hew M c Keoghane 
yave the said Gerald oon cartron in Gleanfe- 
dok for vi. marcf money. Itm, another car- 
ton in Gleanefedok in pledg of xii. in calf kyne, 
which Ferall dofe OFuore had payd him. 

Itm, vpon a plowland calde Corinnahir in 
pledge xviii. kyne, which was payd to Kahyre 
rn c Art OKonor. 

Itm, a plowland in Balyncomyn, in pledg 
lx. kyne, by the jugment of Shane M c Egan, 1 
for a pray that the Cosny O Moylowe is sonys 
made on Moryartagh M°Geoghegan is sonys, 
for that Conghowr M c Brenrowe was gylte of 
ye said pray; and the said Moryartagh sonys 
gave the same to Gerald fitz Gerald Erie of 
Kildare, in amends of the dethe of Moryartagh 
m c Hue Mageoghegan, whych was sleyne in 
treyson by Nele M c Moryarte. 
f Itm, half a plowland in Down Owyr, in 

i Walsh Recevvr 1 pledge of xxiiiL kyne ' from , Mo y lea S hl y n 
' I M c Geoghegan is sonys, for the kylling ol the 

l_ said Moriartagh. 



chief of Munterhagan, by which the 
former chieftain was to be deemed lord 
over the Fox, and his country. One of 
the covenants is to the effect that 
whenever a war, or disturbance, came 
either upon Mageoghegan or upon the 
Fox, on account of which one of them 
might bring his forces with him out of 
territory, the other should bear the pro- 
portion of his territory of the expense 
of the bonayht men, or waged soldiery. 
The new chief was to do his utmost to 
protect and shelter the Fox, and every 
person in his country, both small and 
great. Whenever any part of their 
territory should be unjustly, or with de- 
fault of rent, detained by tenants, with- 
out paying any or the usual rent, Ma- 
geoghegan was to do his utmost endea- 
vour to recover such part of the terri- 
tory. Another covenant implies that 
the Earl of Kildare had customarily 



exerted his power in assisting such 
chiefs as were under his banner in re- 
covering dues from their inferior septs or 
slioghts. " Whenever,'' the clause runs, 
" the Earl of Kildare declines to reco- 
ver it [the rent], Mageoghegan is bound 
to lend his utmost endeavours to reco- 
ver it." (See " Miscellany" of the Irish 
Archaeological Society, vol. i., p. 179). 
This remarkable covenant shows that 
Lord Kildare stood virtually in the place 
of the Crown, as the power possessing 
strength sufficient to enforce law. He 
was Ard-Riffh, or supreme king, of the 
south-eastern and midland chieftains, 
and they were his Uir-riyhe, or sub-kings, 
in almost as complete a political rela- 
tionship as that in which O'Neill and his 
vassals, O'Cathain, Mac Mahon, Ma- 
guire, O'Hanlon, &c, stood. 

1 The Mac Egans were a numerous 
tribe of Brehons, or Gaelic judges. 
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Kyllye. 



Ballanorghyr. 



Aghyncnoyke. 

Knocnocorr. 



Nic : Walshe, Reiceivyor. 



L. Kyvoriagan. 



Gnyvleaka. 



Ballenegonagh. 



Item, the half plowland of the Kyllye, por- 
chasyd of Bryen OBrenan, for [. . .], whereof 
Padyn OHurge payd him xiii. in calf kyne. 

To Brene OKing, at Portles?, the xvi. 
day of May, anno xvii. H. viii"., inili. iijs. vid. 
which was the last som" of xxx. kyne that he 
and his brethrin had vpo Ballanorghyr in 
Glannevedog. A cartron in pledg of xii. kyne 
which Padyn OHurke paid to Feraile Duff 
of Nyr, and an other cartron which Moy- 
laghlyn M c hew did yeve unto the said Gerald 
and his ayrs for ever, wytnis Padyn OHurke 
and others. 1 

Itm, upon Aghyncnoyke in Moyraghe xl#. 
which were payd to Kayr O'Molmoy. 

Itm, the half plowland of Knocnocorr 
and the cartron of Feragh fyne, in pledg of 
iij. score and ten kyne from One M c Morirte 
and Moyllaghlyn M e Eore M c Gyoghegan by 
the jugement of Conle and Congho r Ballagh 
M°Kegan for breking of Geralde Erie of Kyl- 
dare is slantyaght 2 vpon Feral M c Owin. Wyt- 
tenys, Kosse M'Geohigan, abbot of Kilbyan, 
Piie M c Kygan, Padyn OHurgy, and Thomas 
. Albenorgh. 

Itm, paid the sonys of Edmond ODowlyng 
by thands of William Eow ODaly and Tole 
OKyng, s.sli. Irish mony, in the quiting of a 
plowlandecalled Gny wLeacky voriaganby Kyl- 
dromkryachragh inKynnalfiagh in the countie 
of Mith, the which plow land is sett to William 
Roth ODaly for viii. kyne in calf, to be paid 
by Christimas yerly, the which was the xxvii. 
day of May, a" xvii°. Hen. viii"' Witnes be- 
ing present, Jamys Boys, Tole OKyng. 3 

Itm, a plowland called Gnyvleaka, in pledge 
of xx& redy money, whiche Gerald ffitz Gerald 
Erll of Kildare, paid Edmond ODowlyn is 
sonnys for the same. Sett to William Rwo 
ODala for viii. in calf kyne at Halontyde 
yerly. 

Itm, the half plowland of Ballynekonaghta, 

in pledge from Ferall M c Owyn Magoghegan 

J for lx. kyne by the jugment of Konla and 

| Konnor M c Egan for brekinge the said Erie is 

L slante on the sept of Nele Mageoghegan. 



I 



r 



1 This item and the two above it are 
crossed out in the original. 

2 Slaintha a pledge of protection. 



3 The O'Ciongas were bards to the 
Mageoghegans and Foxes. This item is 
crossed out in the original. 
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Folio xx. Moynter Tagane, 1 the Shynnagh is Countre. 

Itm, vpon Edmond ODowlyn is sonyes. 
Teig O'Kyng of the Kowskaghwill yeve to 
tfaerle of Eildare yerly during his lif one 
pork of a yere old at Halontyde. 

Clancolman, 2 OMolaghlyn is Countre. 

Itm, vpon OMolaghlyn yerly vi. rudderf. 
Itm, vpon Beanmowyn ny Keally yerly. 
Itm, in the Eowe xiid. a plowland, viia. 
yevin for the defense. 

Folio xxi. Calry? Magawle is Countre. 

Itm, vpon Magawle yerly in Calry, xx*. 
Itm, vpon Balenenge yerely,. . xxs. 
Itm, vpon Kore oge ORony, yerly at Hallon- 
tyde, a ruddyr. 

Breaweyn,* OBryne is Countre. 

Itm, upon OBryne yerly, a roddyr vpon 
every plowland to be paid at Hallomas. Sm"' 
vii. ruddyrs. 

Upon Bren M Intale of Athlone yerly lx. 
Elis, or xii. for kanys. 5 



Will'm Walshe, Rec. 



The Anayll,'- OFerrall is Countrie. 

" Itm in the Callagh, . . . 
Itm in Cloncongho*', . . . 
Itm vpon Moynter Gealgan, 
Itm vpon Clangernowe, . . 
Itm Moybraeavon, .... 
Itm Bally M c Cormoke, . . 
Itm vpon Bally M c Moriarta, 
Itm vpon Clean Tean, . . 



xxiiij. kyne. 
x. kyne. 
iiij. kyne. 
iiij. kyne. 
vij. kyne. 
i. cow. 
i. cow. 
xxiiij. kyne. 



1 " Moynter-Tagane." — Properly Mu- 
inter-Tadhgain, a district which was 
formed into the barony of Kilcourcy, 
and lies in the King's County. 

8 " Clancolman." — That is to say, the 
country of the clan descended from Col- 
man. 

3 " Calry." — The anglicised form of 
Calraighe. This name is retained and 
applied to a territory co-extensive with 
the parish of Ballyloughloe, in the ba- 
rony of Clonlonan, county of West- 
raeath. Magawley was chieftain. Some 



interesting particulars respecting this 
territory are given in a note to the Irish 
" Topographical Poems." 

4 " Breawoyn." — Properly Breagh- 
mhaine, now the barony of Brawney, in 
the west of the county of Westmeath. 
It belonged to the O'Breens. 

5 i. e. for fines. 

6 " AnaylV — Properly Anghaile, an- 
glice the Annaly, a considerable terri- 
tory in the county of Longford, possess- 
ed by the Muintir-Fearghail, i. e., the 
family of O'Ferrall. 
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David Spallan, rec". 
Inheritance. 

David Spallan, rec. 



Hugh M c Tege. 
Art M°Edmond. 



Rathmore. 



Moygrilte. 
The Litil Eaith. 



f Itm vpon M"Morgh xij. kyne. 

< Itm vpon M c Heu oge, . . . xij. kyne. 

l_ The abbot of Srougher yerly, [ ] 

Itm vpon Lisserdowle yerly, . xxvis. viijd. 
Itm the New Castell, .... xxs. 

Itm Kylnecarra, vis. viijd. 

Castel Broke to my Lord % his 

heyres, xiijs. iiijd. 

Vpon Feaghtne M c Cormok of 

Sleought Cowman in Keylte, vis. viijd. 
Itm Leysagh M'Hobert inRath- 

asbik, vis. viijd. 

Itm the prio' of Monaster Deirge, vis. viijd. 

Itm vpo the castel and lande of the Barry- 
coribane % Coricaysshill in pfia de Analy in 
Conat ad festa Mic % festa Pasc annuatim 
equis porconib? Ippm put pt [patet] I inden- 
tura vna cu reVcoe dear ?rar p 8 t decessu 
Kedagh O fferall % hered masc de corp'e suo 
legite per. 

Vpon the ca'ton of Oryncaghmore Clank- 
hough ore, vis. viijd. 

Itm the cartron of Lesglassoke in Moybean 
from Huote M c Caile % Congho' Riogh is bro- 
ther to Geralde Erie of Kildare. 
Vpon Heu MTege M c Morirtagh in Clane- 

hougho" t his brethern, vis. viiid. 
Vpon Art M°Edmond in the Crevagh in Clane- 

hougho r yerely, vis. viiid. 

Md that the v. day of SeptemD a° H. vim"- 
xvij in the p'sens of Willrh Wa?, % Richard 
Walsh pison Lughsede, Dongh O Makyne fre- 
thir obsiVunt of Trym, and Conlae M c Kega, 
at Castell Ricarde, Congbo* M c Dermot in 
Smoyt M°Morirtagh, did gev vnto Geralde 
fitz Geralde Erie of Kyldare a cartron in 
Rathmore by the Wa? of Inne, which the said 
Conno r had in pledg of xvi. very kyne of Ly- 
sagh M c Hofct M°Rore of the Calle. Also the 
said Erele did quit from the said pson an 
other cartron in the said Rathmore which he 
had to pledg of x. very kyne, also the said 
Conno r haith gevin the said Erie for the quit- 
ing half a plow land in Moygrylte which he 
had to pledg for xx. very kyne. Also the said 
Erie haith quit from the said Conno* a cartron 
w 1 a quar? of a cartron in the Lytyll Rath 
for lv. very kyne, the which som the said Erie 
hath holy paid the said day and yere. 
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The Caetell of Bary. 



A Plowland in the Keyle. 



John fitz Symon, ReS. < 



Itm the Castell of Barry boght of Kedagh 
M c lysshe M°Kyady M c Thom a s for xxli. xiijs. 
iiijd. of which som Brene Boy Offerail was 
paid for sj tain landf callid Tyrrelyckyen which 
he had in pledg of the said Kedagh M c Lyesagh 
xli. To Will a m Wailsh by the said Leysagh is 
assignement iiijfo'. To the said Kedagh him- 
sylf iiijfo". 

Itm a plowlande in the Keyle by thEnne 
gyvin by Connyll Hofit % Will a m, sonnys to 
Serais M"Edmond in pledg of iiij. score kyne 
vnto the said Erie for amends of the hurt? 
they did vnto the said Erie. And the said 
HoDt and Wiir'm did gyve the said plowland 
ppetualy to the said Erie. 

Casstell Corr ij. cartrons w' the werys. 

Cono r M c Dyermot yn Smoytt M c Moryerty 
sold the Erie of Kyldare 1 his heyres the 
towne % lande of Tolcartan by the Yne, % all 
the lande from the said Tolcartan to the Keyll. 

Folio xxvj. TheBreny, 1 O'Bealy ys Countre. 

Itm vpon Edmond son to Hew ORealy in 

evy p'cell in Clancahill yerly, xx(t. 
Clane Mahon O'Realy to my Lord % his 

heyres. 
Itm vfi M c Shane % his Kinnismen, vis. viiid. 
Itm vpon Wony is Sept 2 for xx. cartons at xxd. 

the carton, xxxiijs. viijd. 
Itm vpon fferaa is Sept xx. cartons at xxd. the 

carton, xxxiijs. viijct. 
Itm vpon ffelem M'Cahill and his kynesmen 

Slyought Rowry % Richardes Sept viij. pul- 

lis 3 at xxid. the putt. 
Itm vpon Edmond Oge in Clanross viij. pullis 

at xxid. the pull. 
Itm vpon Mulmore JTCormyke for iiij. pullis 

at xxid. the pull. 
Itm vpon Mageary for vij. cartons payable at 

Midsom at xxd. the carton, xis. viijd. 
Itm vpon Calaigh M'f'elem % his kynnesmen 

called ffelem is sept. 
"Vn Gylleis is sept for xvi. pullis at xxid. a pece, 
I liijs- iiijd. 



1 " Breny." — Properly Breifne. This 
extensive territory anciently comprised 
what forms the present counties of Lei- 
trim and Cavan. 

2 Wony is the name written hibernic6 



Uaichne. Sept is from septum, a divi- 
sion. 

3 The land was customarily divided 
into tracts called anglice "poles," which 
are the " pullis" of the text. 
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Glasny Septe. 



Richard Pluget, ra- 
seivore. 



fferan O Molle. 



Vfi the sept of Thorns Oge, vis. viijd. 

Itm yerly vpon Glasny is Sept to my Lord t 

his heyres. 
Itm vpon Thom 8 s M c Glasny is sonnes for 

xxxiij. pullis at xxd". the putt. 
Itm vpon Edmond M c Glasny is sonnes for xxvi. 

pullis at xxd. the putt. 
Itm vpon ffelem M c Glasny is sonnes for xv. 

pullis at xxd. the putt. 
Itm vpon Gillese M c Glasny is sonnes for xij. 

pullis at xxd. the putt. 
Vpon Cono r M c Glasny is sonnes, iiij. mkC 

The Uppermost Gkankhy. 1 

Vpon yerly vi ffikf or xs. for e\>y of theym. 

Vpon Molmory M'Shane is soon for xvij. pullis 
and a galon at xijd. the putt. 

Vpon Tirrelagh M c Glasny for xviij. pullis at 
xijd. the putt, xviijs. 

Vpon Moynter Connaght 2 yerly iiij. nikf. 

fferan O Molle paieth yerly iiij. mkf for the 
whiche my Lord haith a p'cell of land where- 
in Enneys M c Gillegwoy dwellis which payeth 
the said sm a ' 

Itm ij. pullis in Kyltecrenyn in pledge of iiij 11 
kyene for the sart 3 of William Naco is 
dough ter sett yerelye for iiij. mkf. 

Clankheynea iiij. mkf yerelye. 

Teallaghghonghoo. 4 

Itm vpon the vppermost of Tealloghghonghoo 
for xxiiij. cartons yerelye, xxviijs. 

Vpon the nethermust Teallaghghonghoo for 
evy carton, xxd. 



VryeW' M'Mathona is Countre. 

Vpone M c Mathona for a q"rter yerely viii l: 

sparrys. 8 
Vpone ffermwy. 
Vpon Clane M'hynward yerlye vi. Rudders. 



1 " Cleankhy." — This is the barony in 
County of Cavan now called Clankee. 

2 " Moynter Connaght." — Munter 
Connaught is a parish in the barony of 
Castlerahan, County of Cavan. 

3 The " sart" of William Naco's daugh- 
ter was probably a mulct or fine paid 
for an assault upon the young woman. 

* The barony of Tullyhunco, Cavan. 
6 " Vryell." — Rightly Oirghialla, now 



Oriel. At the date of the Rental Book 
this territory hardly included more than 
the county of Monaghan, and the M'Ma- 
hons were the chief proprietors. 

6 The tribute rendered by the M'Ma- 
hons of Oriel was not common. It did not 
bear the vulgar, sordid form of the or- 
dinary groat for every cow which the 
clan owned, nor was it a yearly render- 
ing of rudders or fat kine, nor a money 
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An nest of Goshaukf vfi 
Willm ODoyr. 



Folio xxiij. 

Moy Loirge 1 M'Diarmadys Countre. 

Itm in e9y karow of the same vid. sterling 
amunting vi. markf or more. 

Kaylnemannagh* CDoyrs Countre. 

" An Indent' from Willm son unto Phillip ODoyr 
in Kyllymannagh vn an neste of goshaukis 
yerely at Lamm's vnto Geralde Erie of Kyl- 
dare during the said WilPm is lyff w' a 
clause of distress of v. mkf e§y yere that 
he make defaunt. Datid the xxviiij. day of 
Julii a° xvij H. viij 1 . 

Folio xxmj. 

Brene Iroyrke.* 

In Coulofloyn for xxx. Cartrons at xvid. the 

cartron. 
In Clankhaleren for xij. cartons at xvid. the 

cartron. 

Moynterolys*- M'agranayUt Countre. 

Itm on evye cartron whereof O'Roryke and 
Magranayll racewys Rent, xijd. yerlye. 
Cono r M c Key captene of M°Keys contre 
w th in Moyntyr Olys hathe gywyn Gerod Erlle 
of Kyldare t his Eyrsse for e$ yn e9y cartron 
yerly w th in the forsayd M c Keyys land xijd. 



payment : but the support or quartering 
of a military force of eight score " spar- 
rys," spears, or spearmen, who, we know, 
were galloglachs, so designated from 
the spears, halberts, or long battle-axes 
borne by them. 

1 " Moy Loirge." — Properly Magh 
Luirg, usually anglicised Moylurg, a 
territory comprised in the present ba- 
rony of Boyle, Co. Koscommon. The 
poem of 1372 speaks of the " Clan- 
Maoilruana" (which was the tribe-name 
of the Mac Dermots), as possessing this 
district. The "karow" was ceafcno- 
rhao, " quarterland." 

2 " Kaylnemannagh." — Query Cill-na- 
mannagh, the church of the monks, or 
Coill-na-managh,the wood of the monks? 
The O'Dwyers were the owners of this 



country. That a distraint of five marks 
was leviable on failure of receiving a 
nest of goshawks, shows the high value 
hawks bore in sportmen's estimation. 
There are two baronies of Kilnamanae;h, 
in Co. Tipperary. See " Top. Poems." 

3 "Brene Iroyrke," i. e. Briefny 
O'Rourke. The part of Breifne which 
belonged to the O'Rourkes. O'Dubha- 
gain's topographical poem says : — 

" Chief king of Breifne of lasting sway, 
Is O'Ruairc." 

4 " Moynterolys," Properly Muintir 
.Eolais, in Breifne, Co. Leitrim, a terri- 
tory comprising the southern half of this 
county. The upper portion is a level 
district on the east side of the Shannon. 
" M'agranayll" is now Reynolds. 
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wyche is xxxij. oartrons, % the same payable at 
Mychalmas. Wryttin the xv. of August 1562, 
% hathe jwmest for this last yer for the forsaid 
rent xxxij. kyne, 1 % from this forthe yerly as is 
aforsayd. Beying p'sent 

Meylee Hussey. 2 Tyrell Tadeskyde. 
Redmond M'Shane. Wili/m Cougan. 

In conclusion, some additional comments on the curious entries 
(comprised in the preceding pages) of the Erie of Kildare's Du- 
ties upon Irishmen, may be acceptable to our readers. These records 
may challenge all other, and perhaps excel them, in lighting up the 
social and political state of our Celtic clans in the sixteenth century. 
They are simple and faithful accounts, entered in the Earl's register, 
of the various fees annually due to him by several tributary Gaelic 
tribes. Every year he could set down these sums, whether of 
money or honey, of marks or marts, on the debtor side of his ledger, 
against these septs; but we do not perceive any entries on the 
creditor side. However, likely enough, the consideration — his pow- 
erful protection — for which he received these offerings, was duly 
given, as the " duty" on his part. He was the great insurance office, 
the only one of the day, holding the monopoly of "policies," under 
which, for punctual payment of certain eels, hawks, sheep, hogs, fat 
cows, &c.j the prudent paying parties were assured of undisturbed 
possession of their ancient piscatorial, pastoral, and other rights. 
In fact, such were the original quit, or quiet, rents, offered by pri- 
mitive sons of the forest and mountain to this powerful peer, who, 
by unwarranted yet useful privilege, accepted black mail for keeping 
what the king, and all the king's horses and all the king's men 
could not keep, namely, the king's peace. By many of the entries, 
we see that these concessions were mostly recent, being made by 
clansmen whose names prove them to have lived within the preced- 
ing generation ; and that at the very time when the Irish are gene- 
rally supposed to have almost overwhelmed and expelled the English, 
a single feudal family received tribute from most of the princi- 
pal Irish clans. These tributes evidently grew out of the want 
of law and power which resulted from the neglectful treatment of 
this kingdom during preceding centuries, and which left the lords 
of Kildare to set up themselves as an arbitrary and absolute autho- 
rity. Had we space, we might compare these Irish fees with feudal 
tenures in England and Scotland, and les droits feodaux in France. 
This we may say, — they have a business character, quite apart from 

1 A cow was valued at half a mark, 2 Meyler Hussey was the Earl of Kil- 

whieh coin was then, we may safely sup- dare's principal steward, and resided at 
pose, value for 10$. Moyle-Hussey. 
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the "jocular tenures" described by Blount, or the French custom 
under which the peasantry were bound to keep all frogs in the moat 
of a castle quiet by night, whenever its lord condescended to sleep 
at home. The same object, viz., quiet, was the end common to 
most of these feudal ordinances ; and it was more important to the 
clan to keep their cows and sheep and swine in peace, under the 
aegis of the Earls of Kildare, secure from freebooters who haunted 
the adjacent bogs, than it was for a French marquis to have frogs 
to eat, combined with sufficient sleep. 

Among ordinary fallacies, we may class the popular, mistaken 
disapprobation of the feudal system. There certainly were abuses 
of this system, from which no human institution is free ; and it is not 
too much to say that these tributes or fees, either imposed upon, 
or accepted from, Celtic clans by the Earls of Kildare, formed a 
gross and illegal usurpation on the part of these noblemen, who 
could show no charter from the Crown, no title but the sword, for 
such exactions. At the same time, the probable fact that these 
fees were paid with tolerable willingness, at least at the time when 
they were conceded or "graunted," in consideration of the protec- 
tion extended to the payers, demonstrates the strength of the feudal 
(or retaining fee) principle of polity. As Baillie Nicol Jarvie ob- 
serves — in reference to the engagement entered into by Kob Roy, 
to keep those scaithless who paid him four per cent, of their rent — 
" the levying and the paying black mail are baith punishable : 
but if the law canna protect my barn and byre, what for suld 
I no engage wi' a Hieland gentleman that can ?" So rooted and 
requisite in Ireland was this system of obtaining defence, that 
as late as 1562, after the restoration of the House of Kildare, 
the captain or chieftain of M c Key's country, and others, formally 
covenanted to pay the Earl regular rent, for the sake of securing his 
protection. In a land disturbed and torn as this country was, the 
feudatory relation, which mutually bound the Scottish nobility and 
their vassals together during the same century, and which in earlier 
ages had formed the main social tie in England, was absolutely ne- 
cessary to give the humble vassal some sense of security. So far 
down as the year 1584, Sir Henry Wallop writes that there is 
hardly a native of the kingdom who is not dependent upon either 
the Earl of Ormonde or the Earl of Kildare. In those rough times, 
the relationship by dependency was marked in definite terms, which 
have disappeared under the softening influence of gradual civiliza- 
tion. Easily found fault with, feudality cannot fairly be compared 
with any other polity than clanship, with which we here see it in 
juxtaposition, and we also see clansmen adopting its principle. It 
had endowed the House of Kildare with a splendid seat on the 
sunny side of the Irish world, while the native septs dwelt under the 
cold shadow of that house, and in the colder shades of woods and 
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hills. Clanship had done little for its devotees, because its principle, 
communism, is opposed to economic and elaborate production. 
Take the entry regarding " the Breny." What idea does this give 
of the condition of the clan O'Reilly, whose country contained 
the large district now called the county Cavan ? Surely a very 
poor one. And we see the working cause, in the custom of male- 
gavel, as in the instance of the five sons of Glasny O'Reilly, to 
each of whom a country was allotted, which, again, was occupied in 
common by the fraternity of " sonnes." In that district, verily, 
the sept, or divisional, system was in full force. Every denomi- 
nation speaks of the clan, i. e., children's claims. There were 
"Rowry's sept," " Richard's sept," " Wony's sept," and that sept 
of Glasny, a chieftain whose several sons had already become the 
patriarchs of separate tributary clansmen. Recollecting that a 
tribe could not legally alienate its land, we may object that it 
could not legally grant a continual rent. But our objection comes 
late, since those septs did pay tribute to ward off ills which the 
law could not master, namely raids and robberies, devastations, 
and worst of all, the perversion of a clan country into what was sig- 
nificantly called " sword land," or conquered land. So soon as these 
ancient tribes lost their protecting head, by the temporary ruin of 
the House of Kildare, they began to perish, one by one ; for their 
polity was unable to maintain them single-handed. 

Gerald H. Supple, in his ably written " History of the Invasion 
of Ireland by the Anglo-Normans," a work in which the strong 
sympathies of the author with the Gael of Ireland are only con- 
trolled by a stronger sense of impartiality, lays the chief cause of 
their subjugation in the system of clanship: — "This was a funda- 
mental cause of weakness. The clans were so many independent 
little communities ; and they were too undeveloped not to abuse the 
full liberty which they enjoyed. They needed what did not exist in 
Ireland — a strong central power to restrain their perpetual feuds 
with each other This continual civil strife checked all im- 
provements, even of a military kind Here, then, we have a 

primitive and pastoral people about to encounter the strength of the 
feudal system at its highest development — that feudal system one of 
the most consummate military organizations of any age." — pp. 19, 20. 

Prejudice against or in favour of any particular branch of the 
great European human family would not become archseologians, and, 
while free from it, we shall hardly incur reproof for suggesting that 
the clan system was the ruin of the Irish Gael. 



(To be Continued.) 



